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S-1309.1

SENATE BI LL 5801

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Jacobsen

Read first tine 02/01/2007. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to institutional chaplains; anmending RCW 72. 01. 210;
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that prison chaplains
in Washington state are asked to neet the diverse, growing spiritua
and physical needs of inmates froma variety of faith backgrounds with
limted resources. Chaplaincy prograns in Washington state positively
i npact inmate behavior, encouraging prison order and reducing prison
vi ol ence. Chapl aincy prograns in Washington state have a strong
capacity for rehabilitation and reducing recidivism t her eby
contributing to the well-being of Washington state and all
Washi ngt oni ans.

Sec. 2. RCW72.01.210 and 1993 ¢ 281 s 62 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary of corrections shall appoint chaplains for the state
correctional institutions for convicted felons((+—anrd)) under his or
her control at the ratio of at |east one chaplain for the first five
hundred inmates and at least one chaplain for each additional five

p. 1 SB 5801



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W WNNNNMNNNMNNMNNMNNNRRRRRRERERPRPR
P O © 0 N U WNEROOOO-NOOOUDRWRINIERO

hundred innates. These chaplains shall be so appointed as full-tine
enployees of the departnent of corrections. The secretary of
corrections shall further contract with part-tine chaplains who wll
not function as state actors and are only to be enployed as is
necessary to neet the religious needs of those innmates whose religious
denom nations are not represented by staff chaplains. The secretary of
corrections shall also ensure that any contracts with other publicly or
privately operated institutions for the care and custody of inmates
under his or her control neet the standards of this section and require

consistency with religion-related policies of the departnent. The
secretary of social and health services shall appoint and contract
chaplains for the correctional institutions for juveniles found

del i nquent by the juvenile courts((+—anrdtheseecretary ot correetions
- : ol | healt] . hall .
rore—chaplai-ns—for—other——custodi-al——correctional—and)), nenta

institutions, and sex offender civil commtnent institutions under
((t+het+)) his or her control at the sane ratio and standards. ((Fhe))
Staff chaplains so appointed wunder this section shall have the

qualifications necessary to function as religious program coordinators
for all faith groups represented wwthin the departnent. Every chaplain
So appointed and contracted with wunder this section shall have
qualifications consistent wwth comunity standards of the given faith
group to which the chaplain belongs, shall only mnister to those
inmates and residents who are of their own faith group, and shall be
conpensated in an amount, as shall hereafter be recomended by the
departnents and approved by the Washi ngton personnel resources board.
The departnent of corrections and the departnent of social and health
services shall require chaplains so appointed or contracted with under
this section to participate in training to the extent the training is
necessary and appropriate to enable the chaplain to fulfill his or her
duties as a chapl ain.

~-- END ---
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